Bayer's Archives
Originally Bayer was a producer of dyestuffs. Only at the end of the nineteenth century did the company start the production of medicines. The first ones taken into production were the analgesic Phenacetin and the sleeping pill Sulfonal. No research on medicines was carried out then. Discoveries were bought from inventors; Bayer was concerned only with production and marketing. The checking of the production was done in a so-called "Betriebslabor", in a space very near the one where the medicines were produced. Such laboratories were completely unsuited to medicinal research. 3 Carl Duisberg, chemist and research manager at Bayer, described the situation: "Because our laboratories are totally unsuitable, it is clear we need more chemists to do our scientific research". Something had to change and Duisberg proposed to the management that they should pull down the old laboratories and replace them with a new one.4 After some hesitation the management agreed, and in 1891 Bayer obtained a, for that time, very 
